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To the Commissioners of the District of Columbia: 

During the fiscal year ending June 30, 1929, automobile registra- 
tions increased 23,519, or 17 per cent, over the previous year. Out- 
of-town cars also increased proportionately. There were 6,684 
accidents reported during the year, as compared with 4,138 during 
1928, 5,911 during 1927, 8,049 during 1926, 9,378 during 1925, 9,131 
during 1924, and 8,491 during 1923. Of the total number of accidents 
during the past year, 3,243 resulted in personal injuries as compared 
with 2,386 during the previous year. 

The principal causes of traffic accidents where the motorists were 
presumably at fault were as follows (the list is arranged in order of 
frequency) : 

1. Reckless driving. 

2. Failure to give right of way. 

3. Turning in tiie street. 

4. Careless driving. 

5. Skidding. 

6. Driving under the influence of liquor. 

7. Lost control. 

8. Backing. 

9. Failing to give signal. 

10. Defective equipment. 

11. Speed. 

Among the chief causes of accidents where pedestrians were pre- 
sumably at fault the following are listed in the order of frequency: 

1. Crossing not at a crosswalk (jaywalking). 

2. Playing in street (children). 

3. Walking in street. 

4. Stepping from behind parked cars. 

5. Inattention. 

6. Crossing at crosswalk against signal. 

7. Stepping from behind passing car. 

From the above it will be seen that traffic accidents could be 
greatly reduced if drivers, as well as pedestrians, would exercise 
greater caution, care, and consideration for the rights of others when 
they are in the streets. 

The attention of parents is directed to the fact that 23 children 
imder 14 years of age were killed in trafl&c during the fiscal year. 
Nine of this number were less than 5 years of age. Children should 
be instructed not to play in the streets under any circumstances 
And cross a street only at a crosswalk. 

TRAFFIC FATALITIES 

A total of 88 persons were killed in traffic accidents during the 
fiscal year, as compared with 89 during the previous year. Of this 
number, 67 were pedestrians, and 21 were killed in collisions. Of 
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the total fatalities, 83 are classed as motor-vehicle fatalities, 4 as 
street-car fatalities, and 1 person was killed by falling from a bicycle. 
A further classification of the traffic fatalities for the year just closed 
as compared with the same figures for the previous year is as follows: 



Automobile— pedestrian. 

Street car— pedestrian 

Truck — pedestrian 

Taxicab— pedestrian 

Motor cycle— pedestrian. 

Bus— pedestrian 

Bicycle— pedestrian 



Total. 



Automobile— aut omobile. . 

Automobile -t ruck 

Automobile— motor cycle. 
Automobile— bicycle 



1928-29 


1927-28 


54 


40 


4 


8 


6 


7 


1 


6 


1 


0 


1 


1 


0 


2 


67 


64 


1 


7 


2 


4 


2 


0 


0 


2 



Automobile— til \ i cab 

Automobile— child's wagon... 

Automobile— street car 

Automobile— fixed objects 

Motor vehicle— noncollision.. 

Taxicab — street car 

Truck — child on skates. 

Truck— police on motor cycle 
Truck— police on bicyde 

Total , 

Grand total 



1928-29 



21 



1927-28 



0 
1 
1 
5 
3 
1 
0 
1 
0 



88 



25 
"89 



> Of this number 4 were drowned and 2 fell from vehicles. 

White drivers were responsible for 67 traffic fatalities and colored 
drivers for 26. Male drivers were responsible for 79 automobile 
fatalities and female drivers for 4. In this connection it is interesting: 
to note that only 14 per cent of the drivers in Washington are colored 
and only 16 per cent of all drivers are females, thus indicating that 
females are the safest drivers and tliat colored persons are responsible 
for more fatalities than white persons in proportion to their number. 

The verdicts of the coroner's juries regarding traffic fatalities 
during the past two years are as follows: 





1928-29 


1927-28 




1928-29 


1927-28 


Accidental 


71 
13 
1 
1 


63 
15 
6 
6 


No inquest (driver killed) 


1 
1 


1 
0 


Held for grand jury 


Unavoidable 


Carelessness of deceased 


Total 


Killed by unknown driver 


88 


89 







Of the total number of cases held for the grand jury, three have 
been indicted. Five were held for trial by the grand jury, and five 
cases have been ignored. 

The permits of 19 of the drivers involved in traffic fatalities were 
revoked, suspended, or blacklisted, dependinp: upon the degree of 
negligence or recklessness on the part of the driver. 



TRAFFIC FATALITIES IN WASHINGTON VERSUS OTHER CITIES 

Washington still continues to occupy a favorable position in this 
matter when com ]^ a red with other cities throughout the United 
States. For several years the United States Census Bureau has 

collected iijziires on this subject, showinj^ the number of persons killed 
by automobiles in various cities, based on population. These figures 
are published every 4 weeks for the 52-week period, and for several 
years Washington has occupied a place at or near the top of this list. 
The table following covers the monthly reports from January to 
July, 1929: 
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Automobile fatalities for cities having over 850,000 population for 52 weeks ended 

as indicated below 

[United States census figures. Rate per 100,000] 



Wnshinfrton. .. 

Baltimore 

Boston 

I'liiladplphia— , 
.M iiiiipapolis-.. 

Xcvv York 

Kansas City... 

Pittsbiirjfi 

Indianapolis... 
San Francisco. 

St. Louis 

Detroit 

\'e\v Orleans.. 

Hiiiralo 

M ihvaukee 

N'ow ark, N. J. 

Cleveland 

Chicago 



Jan. 26 


Feb. 23 


Mar. 23 


Apr. 20 


May 18 


June 15 


* 

July 13 


14.0 


14.0 


14.4 


14.2 


14.2 


14.6 


15. 1 


15. 4 


15.5 


16.6 


16. 1 


15.9 


15.9 


16. 1 


14.8 


13.8 


13.7 


13. 1 


13. S 


13. 7 


14.4 


16.6 


17. 2 


17.4 


17. 5 


18. 1 


18.8 


18.8 


17.2 


17.0 


17.0 


17. 6 


18.3 


19.0 


19.8 


17.9 


17.8 


18. 2 


IS. 0 


*18. 1 


18.5 


18.8 


18.0 


17. 7 


17. 5 


17.5 


18.0 


17.2 


17.7 


19.0 


18.7 


19.3 


19.03 


19.4 


19.0 


18.5 


19.7 


19.5 


17.1 


18.8 


17.4 


16.6 


15.6 


17.9 


16.5 


17.0 


17.2 


17.2 


17.7 


16.6 


20.5 


21.1 


21.0 


21.7 


22. 1 


21.5 


21.4 


22.7 


21. 7 


22. 6 


23.0 


23.6 


22.2 


22.5 


22.2 


22. 


23. 7 


23.2 


22.7 


23.2 


22.4 


21. 7 


21.9 


23. 2 


21. 4 


21.2 


23.0 


23.6 


20.5 


20.3 


19. 6 


18.8 


18.0 


20.3 


19.5 


23. 1 


22.9 


22. 5 


20.8 


19. 1 


18.3 


19.1 


23.5 


22.6 


23. 1 


23.8 


19.1 


18.3 


19.1 


26.8 


26.0 


25.9 


25.3 


24.8 


25.7 


217 



Figures for Los Angeles and Cincinnati not available. 

By a study of this table it will be seen that Boston is the only city 
having a population of over 350,000 which has a lower and better 
traflfic-fatality record than Washington. 

OPERATORS' PERMITS 

A total of 50,326 examinations of drivers were held during the year. 
Of this number 36,137 passed and 14,189 were disapproved. Most 

of these qualified later. 

The total number of permits issued and the amoimts received 
from that source for the year were as follows : 



New permits 

Duplicates. 

Keplaeements 

Diplomatic 

Learner's permits 

Total 




71,888 



A total of 1,093 motor-vehicle operators' permits were revoked or 
suspended during the year, as compared with 959 during the previous 
year, and 629 were restored, as compared with 482 restorations 
during 1928. Of the number of permits revoked or suspended 
diirincr the year the action on 1 12 cases occurred as a result of offenses 
committed by District of Columbia drivers outside of the District. 
It will be noted in the table below that the privilege of 34 nonresidents 
to o])erate in the District was suspended during the year.^ The 
reasons for the revocations and suspensions are indicated in the 
following table: 



Driving under the influence of liquor 

Leavinp after colliding 

Reckless driving 

Speeding 

Involved in traffic deaths 

Bad record 



1928-29 


1927-28 


369 


411 


169 


166 


94 


97 


163 


95 


19 


26 


172 


44 



Obtaining permit by fraud,- 

Mentally or physically unfit 

Privilege of nonp'sidents suspended 
Miscellaneous offenses _ 

Total 



1928-29 


1927-28 


11 


11 


13 


1 


34 


58 


59 


50 


1,093 


959 
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RENEWAL OF PERMITS 

Plans were completed during the year just closed for the renewal of 
90,802 permits which were renewed durins: the fiscal year 1926-27, 
and 17,669 permits which were issued during that yoAiv. The work 
of renewing these permits is now well in hand, although the work is 
not moving as rapidly as it should due to insufficient clerical help. 

The fiscal year 1929-30 marks the beginning of the renewal of all 
permits on the 3-year basis, and funds will have to be provided 
annually to care for the renewal program. 

ARRESTS FOR TRAFFIC VIOLATIONS 

Complete cooperation has been received during the year from the 
police department in regard to traffic-law enforcement. There has 
been a steady drive to enforce all traffic regulations. This is attested 
by the fact that there were 58,894 arrests foi- traffic violations during 
1929, as compared with 42,631 during the year 1928. A comparative 
list of arrests for the two years is as follows : 

Comparative list of arrests for last two fiscal years 



Colliding 

Colliding and failing to stop 

Dazzling lights 

Dead tags 

Driving on wronp side of street... 

Driving while intoxicated 

Failing to show {KTinit _ _ 

Loitering (publie veliicles) 

No Dislrici of ("olunihia lags. _ 
No Dislrict of Coiiunhia permit.. 

Obstructing crosswalks. .. 

Obstructing fire hydrants. 



1928 


1929 


36 


16 


353 


363 


84 


177 


374 


50G 


255 


203 


430 


354 


932 


1, 150 

50 


78 


2, 10i> 


ira 

1, V)!)5 


41S 


417 


215 


225 



Par Icing abreast : 

Parking overtime 

Passing signals 

Passing street cnrs 

Reckless driving 

Violating light regulations 

Violating speed regulat ions 

Violating 1-way street regulations 
Violating other regulations 

Total 



1928 



2,844 
5,497 
1,211 
300 
2, 397 
5, 995 
15.S 
7, 126 
11, 742 



42,631 



1929 



2, 766 
9,359 
2, 687 

226 
2, 176 
9, 755 

312 
7, 547 
19, 351 



58,894 



Tt will be noticed from this table that there has been an increase in 
arrests for dazzling lights, dead tags, failure to show permit, no Dis- 
trict ta<rs, parking overtime, passing signals, violation of light signals, 
violation of 1-way street regulations, violation of speed regulations, 
and for misceilaneous offenses. There has been a deciease of arrests 
for driving while intoxicated, no District permit, and reckless driving. 

TRAFFIC SIGNAL LIGHTS 

During the fiscal year just closed considerable progress has been 
made in the installation of traffic signal lights at various intersections 
throughout the city for which contracts had been previously let. 
Durinij: the past year lights were installed at 131 intersections, includ- 
ing Diipont Circk\ The number of police relieved for other duty as 
a result of installations during the past year was as follows: 

16 full-time railway ])olice. 

11 full-time Metropolitan police. 

Other officers, 163.5 hours, or approximately 20 full-time officers. 

There is attached hereto, as a matter of ollicial record, a ta])le 
showing the dates on which all traffic lights were turned on, begimiiiig 
with November 26, 1925, and ending May 16, 1929. This table also 
shows the number of police relieved for other duty as a result of the 
entire installation to datd. 
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Traffic signal lights 

OLD TYPE 
[Approximate number of intersections, 41] 



Date in 
service 



Nov. 2i>, 11)25 
Dec. IS, H)25 
Dec. 23, 1925 
Jan. 5, 192(1 

Do 

Do 

Do , 

Do 

Do 

Do , 

Do 

Do 

Do 

Do 

Do 

Do 

Do 

Do 

Do 

Do 

Do 

Nov. 5, 1926 

Do 

Do 

Do 

Do 

Do 

Nov. 8, 192(> 
Nov. 20, 1920 
Dec. 22, 1926 

Do 

Do 

Do 

Do 

Do 

Do 

Do 

Jan. 29, 1927 

Do 

Do 

Jan. 21, 1928 



Total. 



Location 



Police relieved for other 

duty— 



lughteenth Street and New Ilanipshiie Avenue. 

Fifteenth and II Streets, NE , 

North t'apitol Street and Florida Avenue 

SixtecTith and I Streets 

Sixteeinii aiid K Streets 

Si.vteenth and L Streets _ 

Sixteenth and M Streets , 

Sixteenth Street and Scott Circle , 

Sixteenth and P Streets 

Sixteenth and Q Streets.. , 

Sixteenth and R Streets , 

Sixteenth and S Streets. 

Sixteentli and T Streets,. 

Sixteenth and V Stieets 

Sixteenth aiul V Si reels ._. 

Sixteenth Street and I' lorida Avenne , 

Twelfth Street anil Massachusetts .\ venue 

Thirteenth Street and MassachusettwS Avenue.-, 

Fifteenth Street and Massachusetts Avenue 

Seventeenth Street and Massachusetts Avenue.. 
PMghteenth Street and Massachusetts Avenue... 

Sixteenth and Euolid Streets 

Sixteenth and Irving Streets 

Sixteenth and Lament Streets 

Sixteentli Street and Park Koad 

Sixteenth and Monroe Streets _ 

Sixteenth and Newton Streets 

Sixteenth Street and Columbia Koad 

Fifteeiith Street and New York Avenue 

Seventh and K Streets.. 

Seventh Street and Massachusetts Avenue 

Seventh Street and New York Avenue 

Ninth and K Streets 

Ninth Street and Massachusetts Avenue 

Ninth Street and New Yorl< Avenue 

Tenth Street and ATassaclmsetts Avenue 

Elevenili Street and .Massachusetts .Vveime 

Fourteentli Street and Rhode Island .Vvenne 

Fifteetith Street and Rhode Island Avenne 

Seventeenth Street and Rhode Island Avenue... 
Twelfth and L Streets 



Nil in beri ■ — 

of single-l 
face type] Special 
of signals, railway, 
full time, 
8 hours 



4 
4 
4 
4 
10 
4 
4 
4 
4 
4 
4 
4 
4 
4 
4 
4 
4 
4 
4 
4 
4 
4 
4 
4 
15 
4 
1 
4 
4 
1 
4 
4 
4 
4 
4 
4 
4 
4 



181 



X umber 



Metropolitan 



Full 
time 



Num- 
ber 

2 
0 



Part 
time 



Hours 



3 
3 



3 
6 



3 
3 
3 



3 
3 

3 
3 
3 
3 



3 
"3 



3 
3 
3 
3 
3 
3 



69 



NEW TYPE 
[Number of intersections, 131] 



Sept. 20, 192S 
Sept. 2t). 1928 
Sei)t. 1928 
Oct. 1, 1928 

Do 

Oct. 11,1928 
Oct. 11,1929 
Oct. 16,1928 

Do 

Nov. 2,1928 

Do 

Nov. 12, 1928 

Do...... 

Nov. 13, 1928 

Do 

Do , 



Connecticut and Florida Avenues atid S Street- 
Eighteenth Street and ColiniiKia Road 

CoTiriCciicut Avenue and Kaionima Road 

North Capitol and H Streets 

North Capitol Street and Rhode Island Avenue- 
Connecticut Avenue and McKinley Street 

Connecticut Avenue and Morrison Street 

Thirteenth Street and Park Road 

Thirteenth and Monroe Streets 

Rhode Island Avenue and Fourth Street NE 

Fotu'teentli Street at drive soinh of B street NW, 

F(iur!.oer!! h and H Streets S^^^ 

Fointeentli and Water Streets --- 

First Street and lihode Islantl Avenue. 

Second Street and Rhode Island Avenue NW... 
Third Street and Rhode Island Avenue NW 

1 Isolated; replaced with bracket typo. 



8 
4 
4 
4 
4 
4 
4 
4 
4 
4 
4 
4 
4 
8 
4 
4 

> Isolated. 



3 

3' 

3' 



3 
3 
3 

IH 

3 

3 

3 

3 

3 
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Trajfic signal lights — Continued 
NEW TYPE— Continued 



Date in 
service 



Nov. 13, 1928 

Do 

Do 

Do 

Do 

Do 

Do 

Do 

Do 

Do 

Do 

Do 

Do 

Nov, 14, 1928 

Do 

Do 

Do 

Nov. 1.'). U»2S 

Do_ 

Nov. 19, 1928 

Do 

Do 

Do 

Nov. 20, 1928 
Nov. 22, 1928 
Dec. 10,1928 
Dec. 25, 1928 

Do 

Do 

Do 

Do 

Do 

Do 

Do 

Do 

Jan. 1, 1929 

Do 

Do :: 

Do 

Do 

Do.^. 
Jau. 20,1929 

Do 

Do 

Do 

Do 

Do 

Do 

Do 

Do 

Do 

Do 

Do 

Do 

Do 



Jau. 24,1929 

Do 

Do 

Do 

Do 

Feb. 3, 1929 

Do 

Do 

Do 

Do 

1)0 

Feb. tl, 1929 
Do 
Do 
Do 
Do 
Do 



Location 




Florida and Rhode Island Avenues NW 

New Jerse.v and Rliode Island Avenues 

Fifth Street and Rhode Island Avenue 

Sixth Street and liliode Island Avenue 

Sixth and I? Sireet.s 

1{ Street and 1! hoiie Ishuui Avenue j. 

Seventh Street and IHiode Island Avenue 

Kifiiitii Street and iiluvle Island Avenue 

Ninth Street and Rho ic Island Avenue 

Q Street and Illuxle I.-land .Vvenue 

Tenth Street and Rhode Island Avenue 

Eleventh Street and Rhode Island Avenue 

Twelfth Street and Rhode Island Avenue...... 

Eighth and 11 Streets NF 

Eighth and F-ast Capitol Streets 

Eleventh Street and I'eiiiis.vlvania Avenue SE.. 

(iood IIojio Hoad and Nicholas .\ venue SE 

.\e\v ^'(ak and New .lorsey ,\ venues NW 

New Jersey Avenneaiid 11 Street__. 

Conner tieut Avenue and Calvert Street 

Connect iout Avenue and Woodley Lane 

Connecticut and Cathedral Avenues 

Vermont Avenue and U Street 

Wisconsin Avenue and Macomb Street 

Rhode Island and South Dakota Avenues 

Wi.sconsin Avemieand M Street _ 

Thirteentli and F Si reels ^ 

.-._do l_ 

'i'liirle?iith ani! (t Sl,reets„ 

Tliirieent li and II Streets 

Thirteentli Street and New York Avenue 

Thirteenth and I Streets. 

Thirteenth and K Streets 

Twelfth and K Streets 

Thirteenth and L Streets.-- 

Fourteenth and Harvard Streets 

Fourteenth Stn>er and rolambia Road 

Fourteent h and Irving Streets.. 

Fourteent !i and Keuyon Streets 

Fourteentli SlrtM'J and I'ark Road.... I 

Fourleerdli ami .Monroe SireetS 

North Caiiitol and K Streets 

New Jersey A venue and E Street NW 

First and !■; Streets NW 

Second and E Streets NW 

Third and E Streest N W 

Fourth and E Streets NW 

Fifth and E Streets N W 

Sixth and E Streets NW 

Eighth and E Streets NW " 

Ninth and F Streets NW 

Tenth a.nd F Streets NW 

EleveiUh and F Streets NW. 
Twelfth and F Streets NW. 

Sixlli and D Streets NW ""II 

Sixth Street and Fouisiana Avenue 

Tenth and H Streets NW "IH 

Tentii and 1 Streets " 

Tenth Street and New York Avenue .. 

Tenth and K Streets. 

Eleventh and K Streets. 

Ninth and O Streets 

Ter.th and () St rets 

Eleventh and (5 Sfr;>ets 

Twelfth and (i Streeis I.IIIIIII" 

Fourteenth and <i Streets IIII 

Tenth an<I F Streets I.IIIIIIIII 

Seventh and I) Slr((>is IIIIIII 

Sevc-nih and K Sin-eTs.. 

Seventh ami F Streets IIIIIIII 

Seventh and G Streets IIIIIII 

Seventh and 11 Streets 

Seventh and I Streets 



Number 
of sinple 
face type 
of signals 



Police relieved for other 
duty— 



Special 
railway, 
full time, 
8 hours 



Metropolitan 



Full 
time 



Part 
time 



3 
3 
3 
3 
3 
3 
3 
3 



3^i 



I 



Traffic signal lights— Continued 
NEW TYt»E-Oontinued 



Date in 
service 



Mar. 6,1929 

Do 

Do 

Do 

Do 

Do.. ... . 

Mar. 7, I92«' 

1)0 

Do 

1)0 

Do 

Do.^.... 
DoJ. 
Do. 
Do. 

Do 

Do . 
Do 
Do . 
Mar. 2 1929 
Mar. 2< 929 
Apr. 1*929 

Do 

Do 

Do, 

Do 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do 

Do 

Dyo . 

Do, .... 
lar. il929 
lay i 1929 



Location 



Twentieth Street and Miissacliusotts Avenue. , 

Twenty-first Street and Massachusetts Avenue 

Q Street and Massachusetts Avenue 

Twenty-second Street and Massachusetts Avenue 

Twenty-second and Q Streets-- 

Twoiity-.'^ccond and P Streets. , 

M.\1h F M reels 

Si.xl h and (i ."^l reels _ , 

Sixth and H Streets , 

Sixth and 1 Streets _ 

Sixth Street juid .Massachusetts Avenue...— ... 

Sixth and K Streets 

Sixth Street and New York A.venue_ 

Sixth and L Streets... , 

Sixth and M Streets 

Sixth and N Streets 

Sixth and 0 Streets _ 

Sixth and P Streets 

Sixtlj and Q Streets 

Du4iont Circle 

(h) 

Kifteonth ami 1 .':^tree(.s.. 

Fiflcrnlli an<l K Streets 

Fifteenth and L Streets.. 

Fifteenth and M Streets.. 

Fifteenth and P Streets 

Fifteenth and Q Streets 

Fifteenth and R Streets 

Fifteenth and S Streets. 

Fifteenth and T Streets.- 

Fifteentii and r Si reels 

Fifteenth and \' streets 

Fifteenth Street and Vermont Avenue 

Florida Avenue and Kckin^'t on Phice... 

Northeast corner Sixteenth Street and Columbia Koad. 

Total 



Number 

of single 
face type 
of signals 



4 
4 
4 
4 
4 
4 
4 
4 
3 
3 
4 
4 
4 
3 
3 
4 
4 
4 
4 
21 
1 
3 
4 
4 
4 
4 
4 
4 
4 
4 
4 
4 
4 
4 
1 



Police relieved for other 
duty— 



511 



Special 
railway, 
full time, 
8 hours 



Metropolitan 



Full 
time 



Part 
time 



3 
3' 



10 



11 



RECAPITULATION 



Number of inter- 
sections and signals 


Police oflBcers relieved for 
other duty 


Intersec- 
tions 


Signals 


Special 
railway, 
full time, 
8 hours 


Metropolitan 


Full 
time 


Part 
time 


41 
131 


161 
sr 


Number 

3 

16 


Number 
8 
11 


Hours 
69.0 
94. 5 


172 


672 


19 


19 


103. 5 



From the above it will be noted that 19 railway officers, 19 Metro- 
politan officers, and other part-time officers for 163.5 hours, which is 
equal to 20 full-time officers, or a total of 58 full-time officers, have 
been relieved for other duty by the installation of traffic light signals. 

On the basis of $2,100 per annum for each oihcor the gross theoretical 
saving as a result of relieving these men lor other duty has amounted 
to $121,800. If there is deducted from this amount the annual cost 
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of maintaining the 672 signals, at $20 per year each, or a total of 
$13,440, there will remain a net savins: of $108,440 due to this installa- 
tion. The average cost of the lights installed and in place amounted 
to $260 each, or a total of $174,720 for all Ughts installed up to the 
end of the fiscal year 1929. Thus it appears that if the cost of main- 
taining crossing police is compared with the cost of the lights, the 
lights will pay for themselves in less than two years. 

A careful study of traffic conditions in Washington indicates that 
traffic Ughts have done more to brin^ about safe driving than any 
one other thing. To some extent they have slowed down traffic, 
but in some places they have actually speeded it up. The spot maps 
on file in the office clearly indicate that there has been a remarkable 
decrease in accidents and fatalities on all streets and at all intersec- 
tions controlled by lights, and it is believed that the installation should 
continue until all intersections are thus controlled throughout the 
cono-estcd area and at all intersections throughout the city where the 
traffic is sufficiently heavy in both directions to justify the expcase. 

Additional appropriations are being asked for traffic light signals 
for the 1931 program as follows: 



streets 



Num- 
ber of 
signals 



U Street and Florida Avomie, .Soventoenlh 
to Sixth Stieel N\V 

F Street, Nintli to Fourteenth Streets N\V 

Eleventh Street, F to I Streets NW 

Ninth Street, F Street to New York Avenue 
NW... 

Pennsylvania Avenue, Sixth to Fourteenth 
sueets N W 

Connecticut Avenue, Davenport to Ellicott 
Streets 

Pennsylvania Avenue, Eighteenth and Nine- 
teenth Streets NW 

Stanton Park 



ISOLA.TED INTERSECTIONS 

Wisconsin Avenue to Massachusetts Avenue 

NW 

Connect i^'ut Avenue and Albemarle Street 

M and Tweiity-eihhlh Streets 

GeorKi;; and Colorado Avenues N W 

New Jersey Avenue and G Street NW 

Second and Pennsylvania Avenue SE 

Eighth Street and Pennsylvania Avenue SE.. 
Rhode Island Avenue and Twelfth Street NE. 
North Capitol Street and Xew Vorlv Avenue.. 
Connecticut Avenue and Macomb Street 



Total. 



4f) 
16 
10 

10 

40 



8 
16 



4 
4 
4 
6 
4 
4 
4 
4 
4 
4 



Present policed posts- 



Full time 



Metro- 1 Ti ac- 
politan tion 
police ! police 



Rush 
hour, 
Metro- 



Police could \: re- 
lieved— 



Fulltime 



Metro- 



police 



2 i. 



police 



^Rushi 
|our, 

ii^ pOlitan 



4 



1:!: 



196 



20 



18 



18 



TRAFFIC SIGNS AND MARKERS 

Efforts have been made during the year to improve traffic condi- 
tions at various places throughout the District by the use of signs, 
markers, etc. Fourteen flashing beacons have been placed at the 
approach ends of seven viaducts where they serve a useful purpose. 
The traiiic shop during the year has made and installed 1 0,477 signs 
of various kinds, it has painted 665,900 feet of white lines for cross-^ 
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walks, 12,878 feet for pedestrians' safety zones, and 21,258 feet of 
center lines on curves, etc. It has installed 3,362 metal traffic 
markers as permanent crosswalk markers. There has been used 
during the year 25,256 feet of rope and 1,840 feet of steel cable for 
barricades in connection with street construction work, parades, etc, 

TRAFFIC SURVEY 

Again I wish to renew my recommendation of last year and the 
year before that at least $5,000 a year be provided for the purpose of 
making an annual traffic survey. The National Park and Planning 
Commission as well as this office and other branches of the District 
and Government service would benefit from such a survey if made 
each year and kept up to date. It is imderstood that the traffic 
departments of all cities which are handling traffic matters in a 
scientific manner are provided with funds with which to prepare flow 
maps and other traffic data which enables the authorities to determine 
with some degree of certainty where and when traffic changes should 
be made and traffic lights and other devices installed. 

CERTIFICATE OF TITLE LAW 

A law providing that all automobiles be titled is again urgently 
recommended for the District. The draft of such a law based on 
the best principles previously adopted in over half the States has been 

Erepared. It is believed that this principle should be adopted in the 
)istrict at the earliest possible date in order that the District may 
not be used, as at present, as a dumping ground for stolen automo- 
biles from the various cities and States, and in order that we may^ 
have a better record of cars owned by residents of the District. 

PROPOSED CHANGES IN THE TRAFFIC ACT 

Amendments to the present act eliminating the compulsory j aiL 
sentence for third offense of speeding, for second offense of reckless- 
driving, and for driving while intoxicated have been prepared with 
the idea that the courts be allowed greater discretionary powers in 
such matters. It is believed that the ends of justice would bo served 
if heavy fines were imposed for third-offense speed, second-oifense 
reckless driving, and first offense of driving while intoxicated and the 
permits canceled or suspended as now provided for by law, and that 
the present maximum penalties should only apply to repeaters. In 
administering the present feature of this act this office takes the posi- 
tion that to be convicted for speeding three times within a year ifih 
much more serious than to be convicted three times in three years. 

VIOLATIONS BY NONRESIDENTS 

The present act gives the director of traffic and his assistant power 
to revoke and suspend permits and the right to operate in the District 

for any cause deemed sufficient. The act also extends reciprocal 
privileges to the residents of other States to the same extent that those 
States reciprocate with the District of Columbia. AVhile the trafhc 
act specifically provides that the right of a nonresident to operate a 
motor vehicle in the District may be suspended for a definite period 
of time and that the State from which he conies shall be notified^ 
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there appears to be sonic question as to whether a resident of the 
District who has had his permit revoked can not establish his resi- 
dence in another State and come back to the District and operate his 
car without having his right to drive in the District restored. 

The case of Richard Roe may be cited as an example. Roe had 
been arrested and convicted in the District of Columbia four times 
in five years for driving while under the infhience of liquor. His 
permit had been revoked and restored twice. He had also been 
arrested several times for speeding, reckless driving, for inadequate 
brakes, and various other traffic offenses. He tried to have his per- 
mit restored. This was refused on account of his bad record. lie 
then decided to move to the State of VirLciiiia, establish a residence, 
and secure his right to drive in that Slate. Subsequently he was 
arrested in the District of Cohniibia for reckless driving, for driving 
while intoxicated, and operatuig after revocation. He was convicted 
on the revocation charge and sentenced to serve a term of 30 days in 
jail. 

This case was appealed to the court of appeals, where Roe was 
-exonerated. The case has been ap])ealed by the District to the 
supreme court, but pending this decision it is urgently recommended 
that section 8, paragraph C, of the traffic act be so amended as to 
provide that ''any operator of a motor vehicle whose driver's permit 
has been suspended or revoked in the District of Columbia, or whose 
right or privilege to oj)eratc a motor vehicle in the District of Co- 
lumbia has been revoked or suspended, shall not operate a motor 
vehicle in the said District on the ])eiiiiit or registration certificate 
of any State, Territory, or foreign country until his permit or right 
to operate in the District of Columbia has been restored." Unless 
the act is so amended or unless the District succeeds in this appeal, 
the present act providing for cancellation and suspension of permits 
in the District will become ineffective. 



FINANCIAL RESPONSIBILITY 

Suggestions have been made from time to time that all motorists 
should be required to establish their financial responsibility by pro- 
viding themselves with public liability and property damage insur- 
ance, or indemnity bonds to pay damages for which they may be 
held responsible. The State of Massachusetts has enacted a law- 
requiring all motorists to take out insurance. 

From a safety standpoint the Massachusetts law has not proved 
entirely successful. It seems to be the o^nnion of all those who 
have studied the question from a safety point of view that it is unwise 
to compel motorists as a class to provide themselves with insurance 
or bonds on the ground that such a practice might have the effect 
of mcreasing accidents, inasmuch as it would to some extent relieve 
'V^^V^i'ists of responsibility and shift the burden to the shoulders of 
the bondsman or the insurance companies, who would pay the bill. 

A substitute plan known as the safety responsibihty law has now 
been pro]K)sed. This proposed law provides, among other things, for 
the suspension of the driving rights of aU persons against whom a 
nnal judgment establishing the driver's neglii^ence has been leo-ally 
rendered and who has failed to meet the judgment. The suspension 
IS to remam m effect untH the judgment has been satisfied and until 
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a future guaranty of financial responsibility has been established. 
While this provision does not absolutely guarantee the payment of 
the jud^rnient, the prospect of permanent expulsion from the road is 
so ('()nipellini!: that it will inevitably tend to secure payment of such 
ju(l,<i:meiits in most cases. 

The passage of this law would not materially change our present 
practice of canceling and suspending permits, but it would have a 
tendency to weed out all bad drivers who are financially irresponsible 
and to force them to meet their just obligations. This law has now 
been adopted, in principle, in New York, Connecticut, and New 
Hampshire, and it is believed that its enactment in the District of 
Columbia would be in the interest of public safety. 

UNIFORM LAWS AND REGULATIONS 

The great majority of the District laws and regulations affecting- 
automobile ownership and operation are in line with the standards- 
suggested by the National Conference on Street and Highway 

Safety. 

There are four outstandini? features of the National Code which 
have not, as yet, been adopted in Washington, namely, a certificate 
of title law, a pedestrian-control regulation, a prohibition of all- 
niiiht parkinii", and a uniform left-tum regulation. 

There a])])ears to be no oj)p()sition to a law providinii: that all cars 
he titled, and there are many good reasons why such legislation should 
he adopted without further delay. 

Public o])iiiion, however, is divided on the pedestrian-control regu- 
lation, on the all-night parking restriction, and upon the proposal that 
complete left turns shall be made on the green or '*go" signal at all 
controlled intersections. However, due to the continuous increase 
in traffic it is beHeved that it will be necessary in the very near future 
to take steps toward the abolition of all-night parking in some sec- 
tions of the District. This is a matter that will have to be given very 
careful consideration before anything is done, as there are not sufli- 
oioiit garages at this time to care for the number of cars parked. 
Careful consideration is also being given to parking conditions within 
the so-ealled congested area with a view toward prohibiting parking 
diirinii: tlu^ morning and evening rush ])eriods and to the abolition of 
ani^le ])arking on certain sti'eets where traflic congestion occurs. The 
matter of changing our j)rescnt method of making left turns at con- 
trolled intersections is still under consideration. Public opinion in 
the District appears to indicate that no change shoidd be made in 
the turn at this time. It is also felt that it would not be in the interest 
of safety to make a left turn on a green or "go" signal against a red 
or ''stop'' signal and against oncoming traffic. It would have the 
effect of slowing down and endangering through traffic and jeopard- 
ising pedestrians who may be crossing the street on the proper signal. 
iMu ther study of our local traffic condition with respect to this turn 
will hav(^ to be made before any recommendation can be made in this, 
connection. 

W. H. Harland, 
Director of Iraffic. 

September 10, 1929. 
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